
  

Taking God Seriously 
 

If someone had asked me to apply for the Dean of Taranaki Cathedral role a year ago, I would 

have laughed very loudly and not taken the suggestion at all seriously.  In my view, the role 

looked (on paper) more like that of a very competent and extroverted CEO than of a humble 

priest.   

 

I am a priest because I believe that it is the greatest privilege in life to walk with God and others, 

to offer opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, preaching and pastoral care that lead 

to mutual transformation.  I happen to also be well organized and have a track record of effective 

change management and leadership, but, for me, those gifts must work alongside the spiritual, 

inspired always by God. 

 

A year ago, I had accepted that there were no 

opportunities to be the Priest I thought I was 

called to be, and was enjoying caring for, and 

learning from, all the very special people at 

Tainui Resthome.  That was it, and it was 

enough. 

 

In December, I joined the congregation at Dan’s 

ordination service. God is certainly a God of 

surprises, because as I participated, I was 

overcome with an overwhelming feeling of 

compassion and yearning.  I heard myself 

thinking...  “This is where I can be a Priest.” I 

can care.   

 



As usual, when I hear such things, I remember them, but wait to discern whether it was my needs 

speaking or God’s Spirit.  Not long after that, I was asked if I would consider being Co-Dean as 

well as Archdeacon.  Because of my experience at Dan’s ordination, of course I said ‘yes’, coupled 

by the fact that the job description had completely changed and I did feel like a better fit than I 

would have been originally. 

 

We also know that the way the role has developed is not what was expected.  There are many 

challenges ahead, but because of my initial experience, and my understanding of how God works 

with us and for us, if we let God, I am confident I am in the right place at the right time.  You may 

have already noted that my initial priorities are building relationships, creating thought 

provoking, warm, prayerful worship, and ensuring we are serious about our accountability to 

God within management systems and finances. 

 

I have been moved by the positivity from people attending services. I have been blessed with a 

great team of people to work with.  I have confidence that, together, we can make the most of 

being God’s people now, despite all the change and grief of loss in all sorts of areas swirling 

around us. 

 

We also have an exciting future glimmering on the horizon, with extremely faithful and 

competent people working very hard to make it happen.  As a parish community, we are required 

to be a powerhouse of prayer to support those making decisions and taking risks on our and the 

whole of Taranaki’s behalf.  Our faithfulness and prayer will provide the solid foundation for 

opportunities to emerge and amazing things to happen- things we cannot even imagine right now! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Caught Between a Rock and a Hard Place 
(a snippet from Sunday’s Sermon, based on Jacob’s story in Genesis) 

 
Caught between 

a rock and a hard 

place- a well-

known phrase 

which describes a 

dilemma, a 

situation which 

offers two 

possibilities- 

neither of which 

is particularly 

acceptable. 

 

So it was for Jacob at the beginning of this Sunday’s reading from 

Genesis. Faced with a rock for a pillow, and finding himself in a no-

where place, an unknown place, which was certainly a hard place, 

with no-one, no hope of returning home and a long unknown 

journey to relatives he had never met ahead of him. 

 

He was indeed- both literally and figuratively between a rock and a 

hard place… 

And there he found that he was not alone- God was with him, as 

God is with all of us- always.                                   
       



Meditation of the Week!  

 
God was with Jacob 

In the place. 

The place, the place, the place, the place, the 

place, 

The no-where place, 

The between a rock and a hard place-place. 

So God will be there with me 

In all the places I have been 

And in all the places I will go 

Regardless of whether I want God there 

Or recognize God there 

Or choose to bargain with God there 

God will be in that place with me. 

 

When I think of all the lonely places I have been, 

The desolate places to come. 

The rock and hard place places 

Where I will find myself 

I have hope. 

God will be with me 

As God was with Jacob. 

God is with every person 

In every place. 

 

Unbelievable!  Incredible! Inconceivable! 

But real. 

Realer than any other reality. 

Perhaps in the end 

The only reality. 

God is with us. 

In the place. 

The place, the place, the place, the place, the place, 

The no-where place, 

The between a rock and a hard place-place. 

Always offering us the opportunity 

to transform our rock into a sacred space 

And our hard place into an opportunity. 

Will we look? 

Will we listen? 

Inevitable 

Comforting 

Mysterious 

God is here. 

 

-Jacqui Paterson 



Be Part Of The Diocesan Training Course 

On Tuesday (July 21) at 7pm the online diocesan training course Foundations | 

Tūāpapa begins on Zoom. It’s open to parishioners, and we would love to see as 

many of you as are able join the conversation. Visit the News & Notices section of our 

website www.taranakicathedral.org.nz for more information or email 

dan@taranakicathedral.org.nz. 

 

See the Checking In section up next for more information. 

 

Fellowship Meeting July 23rd  

Our next St Marys Fellowship Meeting will be on Thursday July 23rd at  -12 noon in 

the Peace Lounge.  

 

Upcoming Organ recitals  

Tuesday 28 July @ 11.15am - Wesley Methodist Church in Hāwera. 

Wednesday 29 July @ 11.30am - St Andrew’s in Stratford. 

 

Midweek Services Back  

Midweek Eucharist services are beginning from this week and are follows: 

• Bishop's Eucharist – 7 am Tuesdays in Upper Hatherly Chapel. 

• Eucharist – 10am, Wednesdays in the Interim Cathedral (Peace Hall). 

• Hakari Tapu – 12 noon on the 3rd Wednesday each month in Peace Hall 

 

E-ffervescence newsletter 

If you cannot access the internet/email and would like to collect a black and white 

copy of E-ffervescence at Sunday’s service or from the Office on a Friday, please call 

our Comms person Michelle on a Wednesday between 9.30am-2.30pm (or leave your 

name with Jennifer in the office). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/
mailto:dan@taranakicathedral.org.nz


 

Community Café back up and running! 
 

It’s been brilliant to see so many new and returning faces since we re-

opened our doors a fortnight ago. 

People have been very kind – telling 

us how much they’ve missed the 

Community Cafe and how happy 

they are we have returned. 

 

Our wonderful team of volunteers have been kept busy – 

serving up (and cleaning up after) around 150 eager 

breakfasters each week.  But there’s still plenty of room 

for more so please spread the word to your friends and 

family or make a date to catch up with someone over a 

plate of pancakes (or one of the other scrummy sweet and 

savoury breakfast options we have on our winter menu).   

 

Joining our seasoned hands, we have a number of new 

volunteers onboard – but again, there’s always room for 

more. If you’d like to be a part of the crew, just give me a call in the office before 2pm on 758 

3111. 

 

The Community Café is open Tuesday morning’s from 7am-10am in the Hatherley Hall, all very 

welcome! 

 

Jennifer & the Community Café Team 
 

 

 



 

Faith Crew met at the Bike Park in Bell Block 

on Sunday... or we would have, but rain 

stopped play.  We ducked up to the McVey 

whare for a lovely morning of hot coffees, 

yummy snacks and Lego creations.  It was chaos actually, but a lovely way to just slow 

down and have some lovely korero and connect.  We look forward to more opportunities 

to do this.  This coming Sunday will be a Faith Crew session during the 10am service.  I look 

forward to seeing our youngest disciples again for some games, prayer, investigating the 

Word and just being together.  Just a reminder that if your little person is under 5 you will 

need to stay with them. This keeps us all safe! 

Arohanui Cath 

 

 

Foundations | Tūāpapa 
 
On Tuesday (July 21) at 7pm the online diocesan training course 

Foundations | Tūāpapa begins on Zoom.  

 

This course is open to clergy, lay ministers, and parishioners, and we 

would love to see as many join the conversation as are able.  

 

The topics covered in the course include:  

1. Foundations - Vision and Strategy Overview (21st July) 

2. Change: Culture and Leading Change 

3. Growth: Sowing, Growing and Shaping Church 

4. Whanaungatanga: Reconciliation and Partnership 

To learn more about what’s being covered 

visit  https://www.wtanglican.nz/foundations/ 

 

If you would like to attend (please do!) then you need to 

register  https://www.wtanglican.nz/foundations/  

 

Can you also please let Dan Lander know so he can provide you with 

further details on how we will connect locally.  

 

You and email Dan at dan@taranakicathedral.org.nz or get in touch with 

him via the Taranaki Cathedral office. 

 

 

https://www.wtanglican.nz/foundations/
https://www.wtanglican.nz/foundations/
mailto:dan@taranakicathedral.org.nz


 

 

Genesis, Chapter 28 beginning at verse 10. 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed 

there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he 

put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a 

ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God 

were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am 

the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which 

you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the 

dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the 

north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in 

your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 

bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” 

 

Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did 

not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none 

other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” So Jacob rose early in 

the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a 

pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the name of the 

city was Luz. 

 

Psalm 86 

Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 

Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You 

are my God; 

be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. 

Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 



For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on 

you. 

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. 

In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me. 

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours. 

All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and 

shall glorify your name. 

For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. 

 

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided 

heart to revere your name. 

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your 

name forever. 

For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the 

depths of Sheol. 

O God, the insolent rise up against me; a band of ruffians seeks my life, and they do 

not set you before them. 

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child 

of your serving girl. 

Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to 

shame, because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

 

Matthew Chapter 13 beginning at Verse 24 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 

enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the 

plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of 

the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 

field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done 

this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he 

replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 

Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 



reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 

the wheat into my barn.’”  

 

His disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 

field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is 

the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 

children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 

the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and 

they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

 

Romans 8:12-25 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of 

God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 

fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is 

that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 

him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For 

the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay 

and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait 

for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope 

that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we 

do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

  



SUN July 19 

Gen 28:10-19a  Ps 139:1-12,23-24  

Rom 8:12-25      Matt 13:24-30,36-43   

Morning prayer:   Ps 71  

Deut 30:1-10      1 Pet 3:8-18  

Evening prayer: Ps 67,(70)  

1 Kgs 2:10-12; 3:16-28  

Acts 4:1-22  

 

MON July 20  

Micah 6:1-4,6-8   Ps 50:3-7, 14  

Matt 12:38-42  

Morning prayer:  Ps(123,124,125), 126   

1 Sam 5   Luke 20:41–21:4  

Evening prayer: Ps 127,(128,129)  

Ezek 10:1-19  2 Cor 6:1–7:1  

 

TUE July 21  

Micah 7:14-15,18-20   Ps 85:1-7  

Matt 12:46-end  

Morning prayer: Ps 132,(133)  

1 Sam 6:1-16      Luke 21:5-19  

Evening prayer:  Ps (134),135  

Ezek 11:14  Cor 7:2-end  

Ps 139       Isa 25:1-9    

2 Cor 1:3-7  

 

WED July 22 (St Mary Magdalene / Meri 

Makarini Tapu) 

Sg of Solomon 3:1-4    

Ps 42:1-10   2 Cor 5:14-17     

John 20:1-2,11-18  

Morning Prayer: Ps 30,32,150  

1 Sam 16:14-23  Luke 8:1-3  

Evening prayer:  Ps 63  

Zeph 3:14-20     Mark 15:40–16:7  

 

THU July 23  

Jer 2:1-3,7-8,12-13     

Ps 36:5-10   Matt 13:10-17  

Morning prayer: Ps 143,(146)  

1 Sam 8       Luke 21:29-end   

Evening prayer:    

Ps138,(140,141)  

Ezek 12:17-end    2 Cor 8:16–9:5  

 

FRI July 24 

Jer 3:14-17    Ps 23     

Jer 31:10-13    Matt 13:18-23  

Morning prayer: Ps (142),144  

1 Sam 9:1-14     Luke 22:1-13  

Evening prayer:  Ps 145  

Ezek 13:1-16 2  Cor 9:6-end  

Ps 144   Deut 30:11-20  

 

SAT July 25 (St James and St John, 

Apostles/ Hemi Tapu rāua ko Hoani Tapu, ngā 

Āpōtoro) 

Jer 45:1-5 or   Acts 11:27–12:2  

Ps 126     2 Cor 4:7-15  

Matt 20:20-28     

Morning prayer:  Ps 7,29,117  

2 Kgs 1:9-15    Luke 9:46-56  

Evening prayer:  Ps 94  

Jer 26:1-15     Mark 1:14-20 

 

 


